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Political Participation in Morocco (1963-2021)

Constitutional Framing and Transformations in Political Practice
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Abstract

Political participation is a fundamental indicator of the vitality of democratic systems, as it
reflects the interaction between the state and society and extends beyond its electoral dimension to
encompass various forms of engagement in public affairs, including non-conventional channels of
participation. In the Moroccan context, the evolution of political participation has been closely linked
to the process of institutional development since independence, with the 1963 legislative elections
constituting a foundational milestone. This process was subsequently reinforced through constitutional
reforms, particularly the 2011 Constitution, which expanded the mechanisms of political participation.

Despite these developments, political participation has continued to face structural challenges,
most notably political disengagement and declining public trust in institutions. This raises important
questions regarding the effectiveness of the constitutional and institutional framework in fostering
meaningful political participation. Accordingly, this study aims to analyze the evolution of political
participation in Morocco between 1963 and 2021 and to examine the transformation of its forms from
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conventional to non-conventional participation in light of the country's political and social
transformations.
Keywords: Political Participation; Legislative Elections; Political Disengagement.
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