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The Weaponization of Geography and Law: Iran’s "Geo-economic Deterrence" Strategy and the
Exploitation of the Strait of Hormuz in the 2026 War
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Abstract

This study examines the strategic shift in the Iranian-American/Israeli confrontation during the
February 2026 war, wherein Tehran transitioned from relying exclusively on classical military
deterrence to activating a strategy of 'Geo-economic Deterrence" and "Lawfare". The paper builds upon
a central problematic investigating how Iran exploited the "gray zone" in the international law of the

sea, along with the geographical overlapping in the Strait of Hormuz, to transform it from an
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international waterway subject to "transit passage" into a sovereign tool for global pressure by reviving
the "innocent passage" regime.

Adopting a complex methodological approach rooted in defensive realism and critical theories of
international law, the study dismantles the legislative and geopolitical arsenal employed by Iran to
disrupt global energy supplies and target Gulf states' infrastructure under the pretext of "regional security
interdependence” and "plausible deniability." The study concludes that containing this comprehensive
deterrence cannot be achieved by military force alone. Rather, it requires establishing a new UN
contractual framework that reaffirms the "functional internationalization" of vital straits, preventing their
weaponization in geopolitical survival conflicts.

Keywords: Geo-economic Deterrence — Lawfare — Strait of Hormuz — UNCLOS (1982) — Gray

Zone — Regional Security.
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Orde F. Kittrie, Lawfare: Law as a Weapon of War (New York: Oxford University Press, 2016), 8-11.
> Charles J. Dunlap Jr., "Lawfare Today: A Perspective," Yale Journal of International Affairs 3, no. 1 (2008): 146-
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Cambridge University Press, 2016), 15-22.
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Donald R. Rothwell and Tim Stephens, The International Law of the Sea, 2nd ed. (Oxford: Hart Publishing, 2016),
86-87.

6 Wgll 33l poyh e (ol F
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Against Fate (New York: Random House, 2012), 260-265.
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Research Briefing, March 13, 2026.
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