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Deconstructing the Concept of Sovereignty in Islamic Political Theory:
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Abstract

Objectives: This study aims, first, to examine the sociology of sovereignty within the Western
intellectual tradition and, subsequently, to review the major scholarly approaches that have addressed this
concept within the field of Islamic political theory. It further seeks to deconstruct the concept of
sovereignty by exploring its relationship with other interconnected concepts embedded in Islamic

political thought.
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Methodology: The study adopts an analytical approach, combining a historical analysis of the concept
of sovereignty with a deconstructive methodological framework appropriate to the subject matter and
scope of the research.

Findings: Sovereignty remains one of the least explored concepts within the field of Islamic political
studies. Existing scholarship has largely revolved around either marginalizing the concept or reproducing
it without substantial theoretical engagement. However, a deeper process of analysis and deconstruction
demonstrates that sovereignty within Islamic political theory may assume a form that differs
tundamentally from its Western counterpart.

Originality/Value: This study departs from conventional approaches to sovereignty in Islamic political
theory by proposing an alternative theoretical understanding of the concept. Through a process of
deconstruction and the integration of related concepts into a clustered conceptual framework, the study
offers a novel perspective on the nature and configuration of sovereignty within Islamic political thought.

Keywords: Islamic Political Theory; Sovereignty; Clustered Sovereignty; Ahl al-Hall wa al-'Aqd.
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! Shorter Oxford English Dictionary, s.v. "Sovereignty". from: Lloyd. H. A. “Sovereignty: Bodin Hobbes
Rousseau”. Revue Internationale de Philosophie, 45(179) 1991, pp.353.
2 Ahmad, 1. “Sovereignty in Islam”. Pakistan Horizon, 11(3) 1958, pp. 141.
3 Bodin. J. Six Books of the Commonwealth. translated by: M. J. Tooley, Oxford: kemp hall bindery limited, 1967,
PP. 27-28.
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¢ Erasmus Khan, D., & Lagrange, E. & authors. Democracy and Sovereignty: Rethinking the Legitimacy of Public
International Law. Leiden : Brill Nijhoft, 2022, pp.339.
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8 Eleftheriadis, P. “Law and Sovereignty”. Law and Philosophy, 29(5) 2010, pp. 540.
 Francis, M. “The Nineteenth-Century Theory of Sovereignty and Thomas Hobbes”. History of Political
Thought, 1(3) 1980, pp.519.
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Feinberg, M. Sovereignty in the Age of Global Terrorism the Role of International Organizations. Leiden: Brill
Nijhoft, 2016, pp.6.
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! Eleftheriadis, P. Law and Sovereignty. Ibid, pp.547.

2 Ibid, pp.557.

3 Amineh, M. P. Bromley, S. & others. The Greater Middle East in Global Politics. Leiden : Brill Nijhoft, 2007,
pp.213.
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