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Engineering the Financing of Morocco's Social State Project:
The Dialectic of Financial Sustainability and the Challenges of Social Justice
Social Protection as a Case Study
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Abstract

The project for the generalization of social protection in Morocco constitutes one of the most
significant reform initiatives associated with the building of the social state, insofar as it seeks to
broaden access to compulsory health insurance, family allowances, pension schemes, and
compensation for loss of employment. However, the success of this reform is not contingent solely
upon the enactment of the legal texts governing it or upon the expansion of the beneficiary base; rather,
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it depends primarily on the extent to which its financial sustainability can be ensured in a context
marked by rising social and health expenditures, the expansion of the targeted categories, and the
pressure of economic and budgetary constraints.

By adopting a legal and institutional approach, this paper seeks to demonstrate that financial
sustainability cannot be reduced to the mere mobilization of resources; rather, it requires a parallel
reform of the health system, an expansion of the tax base, rationalization of expenditure, and the
strengthening of governance, monitoring, and evaluation mechanisms, so as to ensure the
transformation of social protection from a legislative commitment into an effective and sustainable
social right. Accordingly, the study is divided into two main parts: the first examines the legal and
institutional framework of financial sustainability, while the second is devoted to diagnosing the
existing challenges and exploring prospects for strengthening the sustainability of financing for this
reform in Morocco.

Keywords:

Social protection - Social state - Financial sustainability - Framework Law No. 09.21 - Financial
governance - Social coverage - Public financing - Social justice - Social reform.
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